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Foreword by ZDF programme director Dr Nadine Bilke

Being allowed to film Frank Schätzing’s global bestseller The Swarm as 
a high-end TV series is a great privilege and a major creative and pro-
duction challenge. ZDF, as the lead broadcaster, has been supported in 
this challenge by strong co-production partners: France Télévisions and 
RAI from the European Alliance, Hulu Japan, Sweden’s Viaplay Group, 
SRF and ORF.

To coincide with World Oceans Day, we would like to give you the op-
portunity to take a first look at The Swarm. The eight-part series is set 
in a world beset by multiple crises at a time in which scientists play a 
central role in solving the major challenges facing humanity. It examines 

the consequences of impending ecological catastrophe in philosophical 
depth. We will broadcast The Swarm’s eight episodes in spring 2023 
over the course of four evenings of one a week as part of event pro-
gramming, and make it available online beforehand for binge watchers. 
Viewers can also immerse themselves in the fascinating world of the 
marine ecosystem in two accompanying documentaries based on the 
fictional series. We are also delighted to announce that the German 
UNESCO Commission will be cooperating with us as part of its Decade 
of Ocean Exploration. A digital format, designed partly for use in out-
reach and education, will be created in the ZDFmediathek to coincide 
with The Swarm and its programmes. 



A word of welcome from Frank Zervos, 
Chief Television Film Editor/Series 1

After a long voyage and some rough seas, caused in part by the pan-
demic, The Swarm, a major international project produced by Intaglio 
Films and ndF International Production, is now nearing land. We are 
thrilled to be able to invite you on board for a tour as our first passen-
gers. And we intend to take you down into the engine room of the series 
together with our wonderful creative team. Novelist Frank Schätzing, 
showrunner and executive producer Frank Doelger, director Barbara Eder 
and technical advisor Antje Boetius will be on hand to talk about how 
they went about adapting the novel and translating it into the format of 

a modern TV series. VFX supervisor Jan Stoltz and production designer 
Julian Wagner will be showing you how they created the look and feel 
of the series. And the actors and actresses Leonie Benesch, Alexander 
Karim, Rosabell Laurenti Sellers and Klaas Heufer-Umlauf will talk about 
their personal journeys with their characters.
The Swarm is a film adaptation of one of the most successful novels 
written by a German author in recent decades. The television series, 
which covers subject matter of acute, global relevance, is a world-class 
production.





This eight-part thriller is an international co-production led by ZDF as 
part of the European Alliance, together with France Télévisions, RAI, 
ORF, SRF, the Viaplay Group and Hulu Japan. It is being produced by 
Intaglio Films GmbH (producer: Frank Doelger) and ndF International 
Production GmbH (producer: Eric Welbers), with financial assistance 
from sources such as the German Motion Picture Fund under the aus-
pices of the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the 
Media. ZDF Studios and Beta Film are responsible for its international 
distribution. Frank Zervos, Burkhard Althoff and Alexandra Staib are the 
editors at ZDF. The book’s original storylines have been updated and 

new ones added by executive producer and showrunner Frank Doelger 
(Game of Thrones) and author Frank Schätzing.

David Luther and Dominik Berg are responsible for the cinematography 
and the series is directed by Barbara Eder, Philipp Stölzl and Luke  
Watson. The production designer is Julian R. Wagner and Jan Stoltz is 
the visual effects supervisor. Polar and deep-sea researcher Professor 
Antje Boetius of the Alfred Wegener Institute and Dr Jon Copley,  
Professor of Ocean Exploration at the University of Southampton, are 
providing expert advice for the production.





Alban   Oliver Masucci
Roscovitz  Klaas Heufer-Umlauf
Douglas  Jack Greenlees
O’Bannon  Dutch Johnson
Granelli  Franziska Weisz
Thompson  Lydia Wilson
Jess   Andrea Guo
Oliviera  Claudia Jurt
Stringer  Elizabeth Kinnear
Tomas   David Vormweg
and many others

Charlie Wagner  Leonie Benesch
Dr Sigur Johanson  Alexander Karim
Dr Cécile Roche  Cécile de France
Leon Anawak   Joshua Odjick
Tina Lund   Krista Kosonen
Prof. Katharina Lehmann Barbara Sukowa
Alicia Delaware  Rosabell Laurenti Sellers
Rahim Amir   Eidin Jalali
Riku Sato   Takehiro Hira
Samantha Crowe  Sharon Duncan-Brewster
Aito Mifune   Takuya Kimura





Around the world, strange happenings, borne out of the oceans.

Whales destroy boats, deep sea crabs attack beaches, mussels block 

container ships. A previously unknown ice worm destabilizes oceanic 

continental slopes and triggers tsunamis. A deadly pathogen spreads 

from the coasts into the drinking water. Across the globe lives are 

increasingly imperilled, the situation worsening by the day – and yet 

nobody can draw a connection between the seemingly random attacks. 

Except for a small group of scientists who come together through their 

shared sense that something bigger is at play. That the truth cannot 

be found in science as they know and understand it.

They step forward to present their findings to the leaders tasked to 

deal with the global crises. The scientists believe there is an intelligent 

life force, dwelling in the deep. A being capable of  manipulating its 

environment, the ocean, and everything that resides in it. A being which 

has borne witness to our destruction of the seas and has decided to 

beat us at our own game, to drive us to extinction…

But hardly anyone believes the scientists’ findings. And so the group 

are forced to undertake a life-threatening mission, tracking the intel-

ligent life force to deep within the Arctic Ocean. It is a mission they 

know may claim their lives – but equally if they do nothing their lives, 

and all others, will be claimed all the same.  



Leonie Benesch plays marine biology student Charlie Wagner, who col-

lects ocean current data on the Shetland Islands for her professor  

Katharina Lehmann (Barbara Sukowa). Alexander Karim plays the novel’s 

well-known character Sigur Johanson. As a professor of marine biology 

and freelance consultant, he is asked by a Norwegian oil company to 

conduct a biological survey and, together with Tina Lund (Krista Koso-

nen), discovers the menacing ice worm. French molecular biologist 

Cécile Roche (Cécile de France) struggles with deadly bacteria in drink-

ing water, while Canadian whale researcher Leon Anawak (Joshua Odjick) 

tries to explain the unusually dangerous behaviour exhibited by whales. 

The international research team also includes data analyst Alicia  

Delaware (Rosabell Laurenti Sellers), space researcher Samantha Crowe 

(Sharon Duncan-Brewster), student Amir (Eidin Jalali) and Japanese 

philanthropist Mifune (Takuya Kimura). Alban (Oliver Masucci), the  

captain of a technologically advanced research vessel called the  

Thorvaldson, and diving robotics expert Roscovitz (Klaas Heufer-Umlauf) 

join the scientists on a daring mission into the endless ice.







German actress Leonie Benesch put in a notable performance as Princess Cecilia in the Netflix series The 
Crown alongside Matt Smith, and played Greta in the hit German series Babylon Berlin. She recently starred 
as Abigail Fix in the BBC/PBS production Around the World in 80 Days with David Tennant. She received the 
German Acting Award and America’s Young Artist Award for her performance. 

Leonie Benesch





Alexander Karim is a Swedish actor who has been involved in numerous Swedish and international produc-
tions such as the drama film Glaciär (directed by Baker Karim) and the popular Swedish television series 
The Lawyer (directed by David Berron and Geir Henning Hopland). Alexander is known internationally for his 
roles in Kathryn Bigelow’s Zero Dark Thirty, Paul Schrader’s thriller Dying of the Light, popular FX television 
series Tyrant and Amazon Prime series The Wheel of Time. 

Alexander Karim





Rosabell Laurenti Sellers is an Italian American actress who is best known for playing Tyene Sand in the  
hit HBO series Game of Thrones. She recently finished work on the Disney+ and Lucasfilm series Willow. 
Sellers’ other notable performances include the title role in Nickel odeon’s Mia and me, the lead role in the 
Crackle Plus / SYFY series Spides, a part in the feature film Trading Paint alongside John Travolta, and 
her role as Rachel Weisz’s daughter in The Whistleblower (directed by Larysa Kondracki / Samuel Goldwyn 
Films). What About Love, in which she stars alongside Sharon Stone and Andy Garcia, is upcoming. 

Rosabell Laurenti Sellers





Klaas Heufer-Umlauf is a German television presenter, actor, singer and film and television producer. His 
weekly show Late Night Berlin has made him one of Germany’s most successful TV entertainers. Shows of 
his such as Duell um die Welt and Joko & Klaas gegen Pro7 have won the German Television Award, the 
Grimme Award and other prizes.

Klaas Heufer-Umlauf







Frank Schätzing
AUTHOR

Frank Schätzing’s debut novel was the 1995 
historical thriller Tod und Teufel (Death and 
the Devil). His international breakthrough 
came with his sixth novel Der Schwarm 
(2004, The Swarm), which was translated 
into 27 languages and has sold 4.5 million 
copies. This was followed by the bestsellers 
Limit (2009), Breaking News (2014) and 
Die Tyrannei des Schmetterlings (2018). 
His evolution story Nachrichten aus einem 
unbekannten Universum (2006) and, most 
recently, Was, wenn wir einfach die Welt 
retten? (2021) have spent time on the  
non-fiction bestseller list and he has even 
won over critics as a musician with his art 
rock album Taxi Galaxi (2019). Schätzing 
has received numerous awards and lives 
and works in Cologne.





Frank Doelger 
SHOWRUNNER, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Frank Doelger is a multiple Primetime 
Emmy Award-winning executive producer 
known most notably for the various series 
he has produced for HBO, including Game 
of Thrones, John Adams and Rome. Other 
projects for HBO include the Emmy Award-
winning films Miss Evers and A Lesson 
before Dying, and the Emmy and BAFTA 
Award-winning films The Conference, The 
Gathering Storm and My House in Umbria. 
He is currently creative director of Intaglio 
Films, a joint venture between Beta Film 
and ZDF Studios. Based in Germany, it  
develops, finances and produces televi-
sion series in English for the international 
market.





Prof. Dr. Antje Boetius
SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR

Antje Boetius is a polar and deep-sea  
researcher and the director of the Alfred 
Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for  
Polar and Marine Research. As a pro fessor 
of geomicrobiology and leader of the 
Bridge Group for Deep Sea Ecology and 
Technology at the Max Planck Institute for  
Marine Microbiology, she is involved in the 
MARUM Cluster of Excellence at the Uni-
versity of Bremen. Boetius has taken part  
in almost 50 expeditions on international  
research vessels. Her current research 
focu ses on the effects of climate change  
on the Arctic Ocean and deep sea biodi-
ver sity. She is a recipient of the DFG’s  
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize and Com-
mu nicator Award, she won the 2018 Ger-
man Environmental Award and was given 
the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in 2019. She is a member of 
the Leopoldina – German National Acad-
emy of Sciences and other national and 
international academies and professional 
associations, and she is an active science 
communicator. Antje Boetius works with 
creatives from the art, theatre, film and 
music scenes with a focus on the relation-
ship between mankind and nature.





Barbara Eder
DIRECTOR

Barbara Eder was born in Austria and stu-
died directing at the University of Music  
and Performing Arts in Vienna. Her first 
feature film, Inside America, competed at 
international festivals and was awarded the 
Max Ophüls Special Jury Prize. Her second 
feature film, Thank You for Bombing, won 
awards for Best Film (Austrian Film Award, 
Swiss Film Festival, Schwerin Art of Film 
Festival) and Best Director. In the years af-
ter that she won the Romy TV award twice 
as Best Director. She is known for directing 
successful international productions such 
as Barbarians and West of Liberty. 





Jan Stoltz 
VISUAL EFFECTS

Jan Stoltz began his career as a visual ef-
fects supervisor and animator in cinema, 
TV and advertising. After working in Los 
Angeles as a character animator for the film 
I, Robot in 2004, he returned to Germany. 
Since then he has worked as a VFX super-
visor and animation director on major inter-
national and German productions such as 
Fast and Furious 8, Jim Button and the Wild 
13 and Die Känguru Chroniken, for which 
he won the first ever German Film Award 
in the category Visual Effects & Animation 
in 2020. He also co-directed the animated 
film Captain Sharky, which was his first 
feature-length film, in 2018.





Julian R. Wagner
PRODUCTION DESIGNER

Julian R. Wagner has worked as a designer 
since 2004. His first project as a production 
designer, the refugee drama The Colour of 
the Ocean (directed by Maggie Peren), won 
him the Förderpreis Deutscher Film. Since 
then, Julian R. Wagner has designed a num-
ber of visually impressive films in various 
genres, such as the multiple award-winning 
5 Jahre Leben directed by Stefan Schaller 
and the apocalyptic Netflix series Tribes 
of Europa. He won the German Film Award 
and the Imaging the Future Award for his 
work on Tim Fehlbaum’s science fiction film 
Tides. 





Present on stage on 7 June 2022 in Berlin:

Dr Nadine Bilke Programme Director ZDF
Frank Zervos Chief Television Film Editor / Series 1

Moritz von Kruedener Managing Director, Beta Film
Eric Welbers  Executive Producer and Managing Director  

of ndF International Production GmbH

Professor Antje Boetius Scientific Advisor
Frank Doelger Showrunner, Executive Producer
Frank Schätzing Author

Barbara Eder Director
Jan Stoltz Visual Effects Supervisor
Julian R. Wagner Production Designer

International cast:
Leonie Benesch Role: Charlie Wagner, marine biology student
Klaas Heufer-Umlauf Role: Roscovitz, diving robotics expert
Rosabell Laurenti Sellers Role: Alicia Delaware, data analyst
Alexander Karim Role: Sigur Johanson, professor of marine biology

Presenter:
Katty Salié ZDF presenter (aspekte)


